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How we Celebrated!
by Mildred Frank, Social Convenor 

Over 100 guests attended this com-

luncheon to honour George mentary about George’s life and con-

Meek and enjoy the beautiful tributions to us as teachers and to the 

spring day in the setting pro- community at large. She then induct-

vided by the Thornhill ed George into the Order 

Golf and Country Club. of the Suspenders, pre-

We were pleased to wel- senting him with one 

come our RTO/ERO more pair. George 

Executive Director, responded with his 

Harold Braithwaite usual panache and 

and First Vice- had us rolling with 

President Ron Poste laughter. Then 

and his wife Anna. Adam Timoon 

George’s wife, Joy, entertained us. 

along with their We especially 

daughter Julie graced enjoyed his song 

the head table. After a to George, “Oh, 

delicious lunch, Andrée Lord! It’s hard to be 

Nottage delivered a witty humble when you’re 

and articulate perfect in every way!” 

C O M I N G E V E N T S
AGM~September 13 

~ See page 12 Drayton Theatre~October 17 Radio City - December 1
Stratford ~ September 21 ~See page 15 ~See page 17 

~See page 14 Woodbine~November 9 Christmas Lunch~ December 7 
Champagne Pour ~ September 27 ~See page 16 ~See Page 25 

~See page 13 
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BIRTHDAY CARDS 
FOR THE OVER 

80’s. 

If you know someone who 
is about to celebrate an 
80th birthday, call Nancy 
Walsh at 416 968-2067 
and she will send a card. 

KEEPING IN
TOUCH

We depend on members to 
keep us informed about 
members who are ill, hos-
pitalized, shut-in or 
bereaved. Please call a 
committee member with 
this information. 

CARDS 

Ruth Bradshaw
905-472-4142

Nancy Walsh (over 80’s)
416-968-2067

TELEPHONE
CALLS

Vinny Coetzee 
416-621-6681 

Calendar of
Events

August 

27 Blue Jays afternoon 

September 

5 Bridge 1:00 p.m. 
7 Strollers 10:00 a..m. 
12 Bridge 1:00 p.m. 
13 AGM 10:00 a.m. 
19 Bridge 1:00 p.m. 
21 Stratford 8:45 a.m. 
26 Bridge 1:00 p.m. 
27 Champagne10:00 a.m. 
27 Book Club2:00 p.m. 

October 
3 Travelogue 1:30 p.m. 
5 Strollers 10:00 a.m. 
10 Bridge 1:00 p.m. 
11 Exec Mtng9:15 a.m. 
17 Drayton 9:15 a.m. 
17 Bridge 1:00 p.m. 
24 Bridge 1:00 p.m. 
25 Book Club2:00 p.m. 
31 Bridge 1:00 p.m. 

November 
2 Strollers 10:00 a.m. 
7 Travelogue 1:00 p.m. 
9 Woodbine noon 
8 Golf 10:00 a.m. 
14 Bridge 1:00 p.m. 
14 Exec Mtng9:15 a.m. 
21 Bridge 1:00 p.m. 
28 Bridge 1:00 p.m. 
29 Book Club2:00 p.m. 

December 

1 Radio City 2:00 p.m. 
5 Travelogue 1:30 p.m. 
7 Strollers 10:00 a.m. 
7 Xmas Lunch 11:00 a.m. 
12 Bridge 1:00 p.m. 
19 Bridge 1:00 p.m. 
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President’s Message 
By Helen Wiber 

Welcome to the summer edition of District 23 in print. While you are 
golfing, walking the sandy beaches or just reminiscing in the warm 
sunshine, be content that RTO/ERO is at  work monitoring your pen-

sion and health care benefits. 
To operate this organization of over 55,000 members, it  takes a concert-

ed effort to bind us together and protect our interests into the future. There are 
few salaried personnel at the Spadina Road office. To support their areas of 
responsibility, seven committees, each with five to seven volunteer retirees meet 
two to four times per year. These Provincial committees gather at the head office 
and all expenses are covered. 

The Committees are Audit, Communication, Health Services and 
Insurance, Member Services, Pension Retirement Concerns, Political Action 
(PAC)  and Project – Service- to-Others. This year, as every year, there are 
vacancies on the committees which are open to interested FULL members. 
Over the years, North York has been well represented at the Provincial level 
with Nancy Walsh, Penny  McLeod-Smith, George Meek and Frank Saliani on 
various committees. 

Closer to home positions are available with our North York District 23 
executive. Our monthly travelogues have been organized by Kerry Peters for the 
past three years. Our Webmaster, Jerry Daca was responsible for North York’s 
pages of the RTO/ERO website. Guy Leger, our treasurer, has inspired the com-
mittee members to balanced budgets. Sam Habib over the past many years has 
kept us informed on changes in Health Services with Johnsons Inc. These vol-
unteers have served us capably, energetically and with dedication to our District’s 
over 2,000 members. On behalf of all the executive and members of District 23, 
thank you for giving of your time, talent and inspiration. 

The position of second vice-president for 2006-2007 is also available as 
I move to Past President, Mary Ellen Lawless to President and Margaret 
Schuman to first Vice-President of District 23. With such strong convenors, the 
president’s task is not as daunting as one might fear. Table officers and convenors 
around the table are responsible for their special areas, report back monthly to 
the executive, issues are raised and action taken to offer the best programs and 
support for our membership. The past three years, as I moved along to the posi-
tion of Past President, have been less onerous thanks to the strengths and sup-
port of those who have gone before me and remain to volunteer with our district. 

Consider becoming a part of our North York District 23’s executive. 
The volunteer hours are few, the responsibilities and commitments shared and 
friendships are made. Please contact Frank Saliani or any member of the execu-
tive about the positions and the process to become part of the Provincial or 
District leadership. �

President Helen 
Wiber flanked by 
RTO/ERO Executive 
Director, Harold 
Braithwaite (on the 
left) and by First Vice 
President, Ron Poste, 
(on the right) 

Submissions 
STONY Bridges welcomes sub-
missions from members. Please 
include name, address and tele-
phone number (for identification 
only) and some past and present 
biographical information (for 
publication). Pictures are also 
welcome. We reserve the right to 
edit, condense or reject letters or 
submissions. 

Send them to: 
Rob Fraser

116A Hinchberger Bay Dr.,
Callander, ON  P0H 1H0

Phone: 705-752-5697
email: robertpf@hotmail.com

�

No Newsletter? 

1) If you are a member of 
RTO/ERO, District 23 North 
York or any other RTO/ERO 
District, call George Meek at 
416–226-3568. 
2) If you are not a member of 
RTO/ERO, then you will need to 
join to receive a newsletter. Call 
RTO/ERO provincial office at 
416-962-9463, then call George 
Meek. 

�

Change of 
Information 

Please use the form found on the
back page of this newsletter to
notify us of your new information.

�

Deadline 

The deadline for materials for
the next issue is Oct. 15, 2006.
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Take me out to the 
ball game.. 

Sunday, August 27, 2006 

$25 
(Field level seats - normally $42) 

A portion of the ticket price 
will be donated to the Nelson 

Mandela Children’s Fund. 
RTO/ERO representatives and 
the Blue Jays will make a pre-
game presentation to the fund 

managers. 

Order tickets by
June 30, 2006

Make your cheque payable to 
RTO/ERO District 16 

and send to: 

Bill Menagh
674 Oriole Pky.

Toronto ON M4R 2C5
416-488-3372

bmenagh@eol.ca

You will receive your tickets 
by return mail. 

North York Strollers

Walk on the first Thursday of every month regardless 
of the weather.Come dressed for the weather and 
prepared to enjoy friendship and the beauty of 

nature and our city. Meeting places are listed for each walk. 

Walks begin at 10:00am

September 7
The Beach

Olympic Pool at the foot of Woodbine Avenue. 
Queen East streetcar to Woodbine. Walk south to pool.

October 5
Castle Frank to Distillery District

Castle Frank Subway Station

November 2Northern Ravines 
Lawrence Subway Station

For more information and/or directions please call: 
Beatrice Connelly 416-482-9032

or 
Margaret Schuman at 416-924-0267. 

If you let us know that you are definitely coming,
we will delay the start of the walk if you are a little late. 
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BOOK CLUB 
meets 

the last Wednesday of each month at 
Edithvale Community Centre 

(Finch and Edithvale - on south side west of Yonge St.) 
2 pm to 4pm 

Books to be discussed 

Come along and enjoy companionship and lively discussions. 
For further information 

Contact Irene Kitchell 416-733-8711 

September 27 
Natasha & Other Stories 

by David Bezmozgis 

October 25 
Dark Room 

by Raphael Seiffert 

November 30 
Saturday 

by Ian McEwan 

On Stage 

Life stages no dress 
rehearsals, 

Only ragged acts played out 
with 

Gall and nerve 
Improvising on the spot; 

Lines unmemorized, 
Missing props, 

Greasepaint hastily applied, 
Prompters losing places, 

footlights 
Illuminating the wrong 

faces. 

A rough, raw 
tattered performance. 

Grimly critical 
The world watches, 

With scant allowance 
For a tawdry show; 

Dreary drama 
Earns spare applause, 

Often generating 
restless murmuring, 

grumbling at wickets, 
about 

Overpriced tickets. 

Carole A. Martyn 
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Caring Clowns ~ Caring Hearts 
by Lynda Del Grande 

As a child, I wasn’t that 
fond of clowns, especially 
the ones at the Ringling 

Brothers Circus. I often found 
them too weird looking, and 
always remember being afraid of 
getting squirted with water out of 
a clown’s lapel flower. In spite of 
my early fears, I must have had an 
inkling that some day I’d be wear-
ing a red nose. 

Now six years into my retire-
ment from teaching, I’ve become 
a clown! No, I’m not planning to 
run off to join the Ringling 
Brothers but rather I’ve discov-
ered the world of the Caring 
Clown. Caring Clowns are a new 
breed of clown, where it’s not so 
much about donning a funny cos-
tume, or wearing a lot of heavy 
make-up, or even doing clever 
tricks. It’s more about the care you 
feel in your heart. And the love 
and compassion that you share 
with others. 

A year and a half ago, I 
teamed up with Greta King, a reg-
istered nurse. As FairyBee and 
FlutterBee, we volunteer as the 

Busy Bee Caring Clowns at the Houses of way to give. Yet, we receive back far more than we 
Providence, a long term care facility. The frail and can ever give. Playful foot tapping from someone 
elderly residents are in various stages of who can no longer walk. A small giggle from 
Alzheimer’s and are challenged by a multitude of someone who is no longer able to speak. 
chronic and degenerative diseases. Being confined Sometimes we bend down, eye to eye, and take 
to a wheel chair and waiting to die isn’t much fun. their hands. Together we sway to the music. At 

Each Monday morning, we make the other times we blow wads of bubbles over their 
rounds, busily dusting, cleaning and vacuuming, in heads and watch the gleam in their eyes. It’s rap-
the spirit of clowning. We bring play, music, ture! The joy of play keeps the spark in them, and 
dance, and lots of gentle caring. It’s a wonderful us, alive. 
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Now, Greta and I are planning 
to spread our cheer and good 
will farther afield. Inspired by 
Dr. Patch Adams, we’re organ-
izing a group of people who 
want to be part of a Caring 
Clowns Ambassador Cruise, 
sailing around the Panama 
Canal and up the coast of 
Mexico. In the ship’s ports of 
call, we’ll be arranging clown 
visits to various health care 
facilities, such as hospitals, 

nursing homes and orphan-
ages. We see this as a way to 
meet the local people, get to 
know their culture, and make a 
small difference in their lives. 
Language differences don’t 
concern us. Laughter is a uni-
versal language! 

Hospitals and long 
term care facilities are begin-
ning to realize the benefits of 
including Caring Clowns as 
part of their healing and activ-

ity programs. Volunteering as 
a Caring Clown is a wonderful 
way to bring a little joy into 
the hearts of others, and a lot 
of joy into your own heart. 

Isn’t there a clown 
within all of us? If you’d like 
more information on how to 
become a Caring Clown or 
would like to know more about 
our upcoming Panama Canal 
Adventure, please contact me 
at ldelgrande@rogers.com. �

��������	
�����������
���������

April 22, 2007 - 16 days. All inclusive. Panama Canal, Columbia, Costa Rica and Mexico. Visit health care facilities 
in the ports of call. No clown experience necessary. Enjoy a fabulous holiday, while bringing joy and compassion to 
those in need. 

Details at www.craigtravel.com/caringclownscruise. 
Contact : Lynda Del Grande 416-698-1939. 

North York, District 23 RTO/ERO 
is continuously looking for members who would like to join our Executive. 

If you enjoy: helping fellow teacher retirees, planning events of interest, fulfilling a leadership role then, this is for you. 
Executive Positions available each year: President, Vice President (2), Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer (2), and Secretary. 
Convenorship Appointments: Archivist, Bridge, Good Will, Health Services, Pension and Retirement Concerns, 
Political Action, Membership and Recruitment, Newsletter Publisher , Newsletter Distribution, Photography, Social, 
Travelogue, Travel-Theatre &Outings, Webmaster. Present Convenors are always seeking helpers. 
So, if you wish to help/apply for any of the above, contact or send to Frank Saliani - Past President, your information as 
outlined below: 

Name: ____________________________ Address: ___________________________ 
Phone: ____________________________ E-Mail: ___________________________ 

Position of interest: _______________________ 

Frank Saliani 148 Grand River Blvd, Scarborough ON M1B 1G5 
Phone: 416 281 3542 Email: frank.elaine@rogers.com 
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Health Services Report
By Sam Habib

Group Benefits, 
Spring 2006 

1. The RTO/ERO Health 
Devices and Insurance Committee 
annual one-day seminar for District 
and Unit Health Representative will 
be held on Monday, June 19th, 2006 
and not in the Fall as in previous 
years. 

2. Recommendations and 
changes to any one of the Group 
Benefits will be presented at the 
Spring Senate and final decisions 
approved at the Fall Senate meeting 
in October. 

3. A significant amount of 
time was spent examining Financial 
Reviews of our Health Plans. The 
Health Services and Insurance 
Committee was pleased to finalize the 
2006 RTO/ERO-Johnson’s Inc., 

Out of Province Coverage 

All provinces, with the excep-
tion of Quebec, have a recipro-
cal fee arrangement for OUT-
OF-PROVINCE medical serv-
ices. Under the agreement, 
claims for medically necessary 
services rendered in another 
province will automatically be 
billed to and paid by the med-
ical plan of the patient’s home 
province. For services provided 
in Quebec, the patient must 
generally pay the provider for 
services rendered, and then 
submit the bill to their medical 
plan for reimbursement. Each 
province set its own claim 
maximums. Emergency claims, 
in excess of $500.00 are adjudi-
cated by the travel assist 
provider, WORLD ACCESS 
CANADA (WAC). 

devices agreement for the Group 
Benefit Program. This agreement sets 
out the remuneration levels for the 
services of Johnsons Inc. RTO/ERO 
returned Johnson Inc as the third 
party administrator and claims payer 
for our Group Health Insurance plans 
as well as group benefit consultant. 
This agreement was submitted to 
RTO/ERO Provincial Executive for 
its approval and was reported to the 
May Senate. 

4. The District Health 
Representative Manual, the red 
binder, is being extensively revised 
and translated into French for the 
District and Unit Representatives of 
our Francophone districts. 

Travel Concerns 

a) On page 8 of the small 
Out-of Province/Canada Travel 
Booklet are the following statements. 
Members are asked to note carefully 
the notification timeline indicated for 
applying for Trip Cancellation. 
“Trip Cancellation covers up to 
$6,000.00 per insured person for the 
pre-aid, non-refundable portion of 
your travel arrangement costs that 
were booked prior to your departure 
from your province or residence. Trip 
cancellation claims must be reported 
to Johnsons Inc. Plan Benefit Claims 
BEFORE the scheduled departure 
date from your province of residence.” 

b) In the introduction to the 
Out-of-Province/Canada Travel 
Booklet it states:, “You must notify 
World Access Canada Inc. within 48 
hours of the emergency to provide for 
your medical expenses and effectively 
monitor your care. If World Access 
Canada Inc. is not contacted within 
48 hours of the emergency, payment 
will be limited to $2,000.0 per insured 
person per trip.” 

c) Coverage for Out-of-
Province/Canada claims of $500 

(CAD) or less should be paid by the 
participant. The Plan benefits Claims 
Department at Johnson Inc. should 
then be contacted for the reimburse-
ment of eligible expenses. This 
$500.00 is not a deductible. We rec-
ommend that plan participants always 
contact World Access Canada Inc. 
with 48 hours of all medical emergen-
cies. 

d) You should always leave a 
photocopy of your passport and 
RTO/ERO benefit identification card 
with a family member or friend for 
their use in contacting World Access 
Canada Inc. on your behalf, in the 
event of an emergency. 

Mandatory Retirement 

Legislation will take effect 
December 12, 2006 requiring Ontario 
employers to end mandatory retire-
ment at age 65. Individual employ-
ment contracts, collective agreements 
and corporate policies requiring 
employees to retire at age 65 will no 
longer be enforceable, except where 
the employer can demonstrate that 
the requirement is a “bona fide occu-
pation requirement (BFOR) due to 
the nature of the employment. The 
Ontario Drug Benefit Plan will con-
tinue to provide benefits to individu-
als aged 65 or older. Coverage under 
the Ontario Dug Benefit Plan is not 
affected by a group plan. 

Eligibility of Dependents 

A member’s dependents are 
eligible to join the Health Plans even 
though the “late applicant” member 
does not meet the evidence of insura-
bility requirements. For more infor-
mation regarding the late applicant 
scenario that allows a declined mem-
ber’s  spouse/children to join the 
RTO/ERO Health Plans, contact 
Johnson Inc. Plan Benefits Service. 
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Home and Auto Plans 

Policyholders can now take 
advantage of additional benefits pro-
vided by each of the Preferred 
Service Home-Plus “Platinum” and 
Auto-Plus “Platinum” Plans. Contact 
your Johnson Inc. Home-Auto serv-
ice supervisor or call 1-800-563-0677 
for details on these additional bene-
fits. 

Special note: 
When in doubt about any of your 
coverage, ALWAYS contact Johnson 
Inc to clarify the situation. 

Finally 
Take care of your finances 
Take care of your health. 

Service: 
416-920-7248 or 
1-877-406-9004 

Fax: 416-920-0939 

Service Address: 
Johnson Inc. - Service Dept. 
18 Spadina Road, Suite 11A 

Toronto, ON M5R 2S7 

Claims: 
905-764-4888 or 
1-800-638-4753 

Claims Address: 
Johnson Inc. - Claims 

1595 16th Avenue, Suite 600 
Richmond Hill, ON L4B 3S5 

Fax: 
905-764-4041 

Website: 
www.rto-ero.org  

(with links to Johnson Inc.) 
e-mail: 

healthcommittee@rto-ero.org. 

From Canada and USA 
1-800-249-6556 

From other Countries: 
519-742-6683 

(ask the operator to reverse the 
charges) 

Fax: 
519-742-8553 

Mailing Address: 
World Access Canada 

PO Box 277 
Waterloo, ON  N2J 4A4 

PostScript 
District 23, North York will have a new group Benefits representative this Fall.  After more 

than fifteen years, I have decided to ‘retire’ again. 
Your new  representative will be our own George Meek, who is well schooled in these matters. 

Your Group Benefits needs are in good hands with George Meek. 

Johnson Insurance World Access Canada 

New Additional Telephone Numbers! 

There are three new telephone numbers to used to contact World 
Access Canada during medical or other emergencies, depending on the 
country traveled. These numbers are in addition to existing World Access 
contact numbers. Members will be able to reach World Access more quick-
ly and in most cases without incurring out-of-pocket telephone costs. 
While traveling, plan members can call: toll-free 

from Mexico 
00-1-800-514-3702 

toll-free from the Dominican Republic 
1-888-751-4403 

toll-free from other countries below 
that participate in Universal International 

800-9221-9221 
Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, China, Columbia, Costa 
Rica, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Israel, Italy, 
Japan, South Korea, Luxembourg, Macao, Malaysia, Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Norway Portugal, Singapore, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Taiwan, United Kingdom 

Keep this information with your travel documents. 
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POLITICS 
Ontario Clean Air Alliance Vs. Coal 

Recently, there has been a flurry 
of calls from the Association 
of Major Power Consumers 

(AMPCO) and the editorial board of 
the Globe and Mail calling for 
Ontario to consider sticking with 
end-of-pipe pollution controls 
instead of phasing-out dirty coal. But 
while it might be in the short-term 
financial interest of AMPCO mem-
bers for Ontario to spend hundreds of 
millions of dollars on pollution con-
trol half-measures, it makes no sense 
whatsoever for the province as a 
whole. 

Here’s a quick review of 
some of the key issues: 

Replacement power. 

The Globe says the coal 
phase-out will leave Ontario reliant 
on power imports. The fact is, how-
ever, that Premier McGuinty has 
repeatedly stated that Ontario will 
not phase-out its coal plants until we 
have the necessary clean replacement 
supplies to meet our electricity needs. 
Ontario is making good progress in 
securing Made-in-Ontario replace-
ment power and the potential to pro-
duce more through increased efficien-
cy, combined heat and power genera-
tion and new renewables is huge. 
These sorts of initiatives would put 
Ontario in a much better competitive 
position than wasting hundreds of 
millions of dollars on end-of-pipe 
half-measures. 

Clean coal really just slightly 
less dirty coal 

According to the Globe: 
“While true ‘clean’ coal does not exist 
yet, there is ‘cleaner coal,’ which has 
reduced levels of pollutants such as 
sulphur and mercury.” 

You don’t have to look fur-
ther than the Lambton Generating 

Station to see the gaping hole in this 
argument. Lambton’s Unit 4 is the 
“cleanest” coal-fired boiler in 
Ontario, but it is far from clean. Its 
sulphur dioxide emissions rate, for 
example, is 49 times greater than that 
of a new natural gas-fired power 
plant. Sulphur dioxide causes smog, 
asthma attacks, heart disease, lung 
disease and death. 

AMPCO, meanwhile, has 
asked Premier McGuinty to replace 
the province’s existing coal plants 
with “new high-efficiency coal units 
with all possible, best available emis-
sions control technologies installed 
by 2011.” According to AMPCO, 
under this so-called “clean coal” 
option, Ontario’s electricity-related, 
climate change causing greenhouse 
gas emissions would rise by 27% 
between 2006 and 2025. On the 
other hand, according to AMPCO’s 
analysis, if Premier McGuinty keeps 
his coal phase-out promise, Ontario’s 
electricity-related greenhouse gas 
emissions will fall by 77% by 2025 
and by 90% by 2011. Which is the 
better solution? 

Phasing-out coal is the low-
est cost option for Ontario to achieve 
dramatic reductions in its smog-caus-
ing emissions and to achieve compli-
ance with its Kyoto Protocol climate 
change target for 2010. 

It’s time to let “clean coal” 
advocates know that the people of 
Ontario do not want ineffective half-
measures, even if it means some 
short-term cost savings for their com-
panies. Molson Breweries is an 
AMPCO member. Please contact 
Kevin Boyce, CEO of Molson 
Breweries, at 
kevin.boyce@molson.com and ask 
him why Molson wants Premier 
McGuinty to break his promise to 
phase-out our dirty coal plants by 
2009. 

�

Some of Ontario’s biggest air pol-
luters are calling on the provin-
cial government to walk away 

from its promise to phase-out the 
province’s dirty coal-fired power 
plants. This week, the Association of 
Major Power Consumers in Ontario 
(AMPCO), called on the government 
to forget about the coal phase-out and 
adopt end-of-pipe pollution controls 
for coal plants instead — while fully 
admitting that such controls will do 
nothing to curb the humongous green-
house gas emissions from coal plants. 

Phasing-out Ontario’s dirty 
coal plants will provide Ontario with 
50 to 80% of the total greenhouse gas 
emission reductions the entire 
province needs to achieve compliance 
with its Kyoto Protocol climate change 
target for 2010. 

You might think that a group 
of companies that includes many of the 
biggest air polluters in the province — 
including Inco, Noranda/Falconbridge, 
Petro Canada, Shell, Imperial Oil and 
Dofasco — might be more concerned 
about reducing emissions. AMPCO 
members took 14 of the top 20 spots 
for sulphur dioxide air emissions in 
Ontario and 10 of the top 20 spots for 
nitrogen oxide emissions in 2003, 
according to National Pollutant 
Release Inventory data. Many of the 
other top spots, of course, are held by 
Ontario’s coal plants. 

Nitrogen oxide and sulphur 
dioxide emissions cause smog, asthma 
attacks, heat disease, lung disease, 
strokes and pre-mature deaths. 

AMPCO says it is concerned 
that the coal phase-out will cause 
power rates to rise, despite the fact that 
large power consumers in Ontario were 
just given a three-year rate cap that 
will guarantee them below-cost power. 
AMPCO’s desire to see its members 
continue to consume dirty power — 
power that has tremendous health and 
productivity costs for citizens and our 
economy — does not demonstrate 
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�

much corporate vision or leadership. 
That’s something you might want to 
think about the next time you’re 
heading to the gas pumps, talking to 
your investment advisor or see 
AMPCO members in the news. (For 
a full list of members, please visit 
www.cleanairalliance.org/getin/amp 
co.html). �

Stopping coal-fired 
electricity imports on 

smogdays 

By paying electricity consumers 
in Ontario to reduce demand 
on smog-alert days, we can 

reduce air pollution, reduce the soar-
ing cost of electricity on high-
demand days and keep electricity 
dollars in Ontario instead of paying 
for high-cost imports of dirty coal-
fired power from the Ohio Valley. 

The Ontario Power 
Authority (OPA) is planning to 
introduce a new demand-response 
program in the summer of 2006 that 
will help the province tap into these 
and other benefits by paying major 
power consumers to reduce demand 
on smog-alert days. This is an 
important step in the right direction, 
but there are some serious limita-
tions to the OPA’s proposed pro-
gram: 

1. The OPA is proposing 
that those industries or institutions 
willing to reduce demand on smog-
alert or high-demand days be paid 
less than the rate for U.S. imports 
(potentially as much as 80% less). 
This makes little sense. By paying 
demand-response participants the 
same rate we would pay for imports, 
we will maximize demand reductions 
and eliminate the need for dirty 
power imports that generate smog 
that drifts into our airshed. 

2. The OPA is also propos-
ing to cap the amount of demand-
response measures it will purchase at 
250 megawatts (MW), despite the 
fact that Ontario imported more 

than 3,000 MW of coal-fired elec-
tricity imports on some smog-alert 
days last summer.  Why put an artifi-
cial cap on the cleaner alternative? 
It would make far more sense for the 
OPA to purchase all available cost-
effective demand reductions on 
smog-alert days. 

Those hazy and all-too-
smoggy days of summer are coming 
soon, so the sooner we get an effec-
tive and wide-reaching demand-
response program in place, the bet-
ter. 

For more information about 
this issue, please see our new report: 
Stopping Coal-Fired Electricity 
Imports on Smog Days: A Review of 
the OPA’s Proposed 250 MW 
Demand Response Program, avail-
able on our website at 
www.cleanairalliance.org. 

�

Health Matters 
From the Ontario Health 

Coalition 

T he McGuinty government 
announced $222.5 million 
targeted to its five wait times 

priority areas. Their release states 
that the $222.5 million announced 
will result in 154,000 more proce-
dures, including: 

- 9,000 more hip and knee joint 
replacements 

- 25, 850 more cataract surgeries 
- 105,200 more MRI exams 
- 4,700 cancer surgeries 
- 9,000 more cardiac procedures 

This is a sizeable increase 
and will make a difference. We are 
pleased this funding is going into the 
public non-profit health system to 
improve access to care. 

The issues of concern are: 
1) The government is obli-

gated to provide comprehensive 
medically necessary care, not a short 
list of targeted items. In Britain, 

where the Blair government has 
already experimented with this type 
of targeting, doctors complained that 
the targeting resulted in shifts of 
resources away from clinical priori-
ties to target priorities. While this 
works for PR, it does not work for all 
patients. See: for British docs on tar-
gets: -
http://www.bma.org.uk/ap.nsf/Conte 
nt/measureper and -
http://observer.guardian.co.uk/nhs/st 
o r y / 0 , 1 4 8 0 , 7 0 6 3 0 9 , 0 0 . h t m l  
http://observer.guardian.co.uk/busi-
ness/story/0,6903,1363708,00.html 

2) Wait times cannot be set-
tled without a clear human resources 
plan and funding to deal with short-
ages of health professionals, nurses, 
doctors and others. 

3) We are extremely con-
cerned about the price-based compe-
tition (competitive bidding) that is 
being used in the government’s wait 
time strategy. Hospitals that bid 
under a certain price levels are to get 
the funding for procedures while hos-
pitals that do not bid under this price 
levels do not. This competitive bid-
ding removes services from local 
communities and centralizes them in 
regional centres. Patients pay by hav-
ing to travel further for services and 
the administrative costs of the system 
increase dramatically.  (One of the 
chief differences in costs between 
Canadian and US hospitals is that 
Canadian hospitals have lower 
administration costs, not having all 
of the inefficient pricing require-
ments etc. of the private market. In 
the UK, administrative costs shot up 
after this competitive bidding was 
introduced). 

4) Hospitals across the 
province are cutting services and lay-
ing off staff in an attempt to balance 
their budgets. It would be more possi-
ble to get a whole picture of the 
results of targeting and reducing the 
scope of services in hospitals if the 
Accountability Agreements signed 
between the provincial government 
and our hospitals were to be made 
public. So far they are secret. 
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New
Venue 

SOCIAL 
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Wednesday, September 13, 2006
(Cut-Off Date: September 8, 2006) 

Thornhill Golf and Country Club
7994 Yonge Street (north of John Street)

Thornhill, Ontario
10:00 a.m.

Come and meet your new executive and participate in the business of RTO/ERO, District 23. 
Speaker: Ron Poste - First Vice President RTO/ERO

Entertainment - Janet Matthews - author of Chicken Soup for the Canadian Soul.
All for $10.00

Lunch Menu
California mini greens with mandarins, almond slivers and raspberry vinaigrette

Ricotta & meat cannelloni with complimenting sauces
Apple crisp and ice cream

Annual General Meeting
Wednesday, September 13, 2006 

(Cut-Off Date: September 8, 2006) 

Name:_____________________________________________________________Telephone:______________________ 

Guests:___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

# of tickets ___ @ $10 = $____________ Make cheque payable to RTO/ERO District 23 North York and send to: 

Mildred Frank - 705-505 Cummer Ave. Toronto ON M2K 2L8 416-221-5328



SOCIAL

����������	
���������

����
���������
�����

Wednesday, September 27, 2006 
Cut-Off Date: Friday, September 23, 2006 

10:00 a.m. MENU: 
~fresh breakfast pastries with butter and jam 

~ fresh sliced fruit 

FREE - For new retirees ~coffee & tea 

$8:00 for members 
PROGRAM 

~meet your executive and learn about RTO/ERO 

New Venue ~toast retired life at 11:00 a.m. 

THORNHILL GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB
7994 Yonge Street (Above John St.)

Thornhill ON

Continental Breakfast and Champagne Pour
Wednesday, September 27, 2006

(Cut-Off Date: Friday, September 23, 2006)

Name:_____________________________________________________________Telephone:______________________ 

If you are newly retired, please come as our guest. Check here _____ 
Already a Member? # of tickets ___ @ $8 = $____________ 

Make cheque payable to RTO/ERO District 23 North York and send to: 

Mildred Frank - 705-505 Cummer Ave. Toronto ON M2K 2L8 416-221-5328 



THEATRE 

���������	
������

���������

The young orphan Oliver Twist falls into the hands of a 
gang of child pickpocket run by sinister Fagin and his brutal 
accomplice, Bill Sikes. The philanthropic Mr. Brownlow 
tries to rescue him but it is the courage of Sikes’s girlfriend, 
Nancy, that  Oliver’s fate must ultimately depend. 

Thursday September 21, 2006 
Cut-Off Date: September 1. 2006 

$98 
(coach, lunch and matinee) 

8:45 a.m. Coach at Willowdale United Church 
9:00 a.m. Depart and travel to St. Agatha 

11:30 a.m. Arrive at Angie’s Country Kitchen for a delicious home-style lunch 
1:00 p.m. Depart for Stratford for the 2:00 performance 
4:30 p.m. Board coach for return at approximately 6:30. 

���������	
������	��	�������

~See page 26 for registration form 
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THEATRE
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��������� Twist and Shout:Twist and Shout:

ThT e British Invasionhe British Invasion

In the 1960’s, four mop tops called The 
Beatles crossed the pond and landed in North 
America, forever changing the landscape of 
modern music. The revolution that followed is cel-

Tuesday, October 17th, 2006 
Cut-Off Date: September 12, 2006 

$84.00 

ebrated in this energetic, fun filled revue featuring 
classic songs by the Beatles, Gerry and The 
Pacemakers, The Hollies, The Kinks, The Rolling 
Stones, The Searchers, Dave Clark Five, Herman’s 
Hermits and many more. Lighthearted comedy, 
groovy fashions and energetic dance numbers result 
in an imaginative, infectious and immensely 
irresistible piece of 60’s nostalgia. 

Board coach at Willowdale United Church 
Arrival at Millbank and Anna Mae’s for a wonderful home-style lunch 
Board coach for theatre 
Enjoy the performance of “Twist and Shout: The British Invasion'' 
Depart for home. Arrive approximately 6:15 p.m 

8:45 a.m. 
11:15 a.m. 
1:15 p.m. 
2:00 p.m. 
4:15 p.m. 

�����
���������	����������

~See page 26 for registration form 

STONY BRIDGES / JUNE 2006 15 



SOCIAL GAMING
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� ����������

$37.00 
Includes admission, buffet lunch in the Post Parade Dining Rom, all taxes and gratuity. 

You also receive a Bet Brochure and an Official Racing Program.

Thursday, November 9th, 2006 
(Cut-off October 25th, 2006)

Meet at 12:00 noon in the Dining Room

DIRECTIONS: 401 west to 409 then 417 north to Rexdale Blvd. 

������������
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THEATRE

RADIO CITY CHRISTMAS
SPECTACULAR
America’s most beloved holiday theatrical, The Radio City 
Christmas Spectacular, starring the world-famous 
Rockettes, comes to Canada for the first time this 
Christmas season. The Christmas Spectacular features a 
cast of over 100 people, glamorous costumes, and holiday 
music written exclusively for the show. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2006 
Cut-Off Date: October 2, 2006 

2:00 P.M. 

$70.00 per ticket 

HUMMINGBIRD CENTRE FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS 
1 Front Street East, Toronto. 

Pick up tickets from Doug Tallon in the lobby after 1: 30 P.M.

RADIO CITY CHRISTMAS

SPECTACULAR

~See page 26 for registration form 
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CHALK DUST MEMORIES
Farcical and humorous tales submitted by our readers 

Where’s the Ham? 
The first slice 

by Allen Strike 

S ome teachers have the tendency to say 
unfortunate things like, “I am a historian” 
when what they really mean is that they 

teach History.  If anyone ever happened to accuse 
me of being a mathematician I would quickly dis-
abuse them of the notion. Real mathematicians 
are very few indeed and they are working some-
where off in the twenty third century.  Most of the 

mathematics that I know is probably not much 
later than the early nineteenth century.  What I 
teach is, at best, from the early eighteenth centu-
ry and most of the curriculum belongs to long 
before that. This does not mean that what we 
teach is old fashioned or out of date. It is the nec-
essary groundwork. All I am trying to say is that 
it is not the stuff that skilled mathematicians do. 

The tendency towards delusion is liable to 
affect some teachers of music more obviously than 

teachers of other subjects. These affected ones 
have a marked tendency towards narcissism and 
the conviction that they are actually undiscovered 
great conductors. It seems to go with territory.  As 
Oscar Levant once said, “I like Lennie Bernstein; 
but not as much as he does.” One of the problems 
with music teachers who have this affliction is 
that they choose music that is beyond the skills of 
their charges. Several years ago, the Toronto 
Board was proposing cut-backs in many areas and 
music was one of them. In the middle of all this I 
attended a High School concert where the Head 
of Music seemed to have adopted a persona which 
was a blend of Franz Liszt and Nicolo Paganini. 

The usual programme of too difficult 
music was coming to a close when onto 
the stage came the President of the Home 
and School Association. She gave an 
emotional homily about the proposed 
cuts in the sort of voice used by Edward 
R. Morrow in his “The lights are going 
out all over Europe” reports. Liszt-
Paganini stood with head bowed and with 
his baton at half mast. She concluded, “If 
these cuts are made you will never hear 
the likes of this great orchestra again.” 
Personally I thought this no bad thing but 
she went on, “In place of the programmed 
last piece, the orchestra will now play a 
piece suitable for troubled times, 

Beethoven’s An Die Freude, the Ode to Joy from 
his Ninth Symphony.” 

Liszt-Paganini squared himself wearily and 
prepared once more to enter the fray.  Canadian 
School Music had to be saved and it was on his 
shoulders that the burden lay.  It was very moving. 
He was in his element; the trouble was that the 
orchestra was not. My heart went out to those 
poor struggling kids but my head said, 
“Escape!” And I did. �
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Membership Report 
From December 31, 2005

Jean Wilson Membership Convener

As of the beginning of May 2006, we are pleased to report that District 23, North York has 
2046 members. Your executive welcomes all new members who have retired in 2006 and 
those who have joined us from other districts. 

January 

Joan C. Appelby, Donald J. Brown, Deborah Gordon, Lynda Graham, Murray F. Hancock, Ross 
Labate, Mehru Sorab, Breena Weller 

February 

Barbara J. Benjamin, Julie G Currie, Ronald T. Frew,Kathleen R. O’Grady, Magdalen H. O’Rourke, 
Franca Pasta, Edward L. Pidgeon 

In Memoriam 

We regret to inform you that some members have passed away and they will be messed. 
The following information is taken from RTO/ERO, Provincial Office in monthly 
membership updates. 

John Boyd 28/02/2006
Josephine Rhodes 28/01/2996
Margaret Bates 25/02/2006
Margaret Collins 19/02/2006
Carol D. Cronkite 28/02/2006
Mary Ford 19/01/2006
Eric A. French 20/02/2006
Leo I Thiessen 11/02/2006
Elizabeth A. Turner-Keywan 19/03/2006
Slade E. Brett 16/03/2006 
John T. Duggan 12/03/2006
William Ho Porter 07/03/2006
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Mary Ellen Lawless, your president in 2006-2007 is shown here at an ARM (Active Retired Members) 
of OSST antique event. Two expert appraisers were brought in to examine our treasures, give some back-
ground information and to suggest values. Look for details in the next issue for our own event scheduled 
for Novemver 15, 2006. 

WHAT’S IN A NAME? -

T here was in the last edition of 
STONY a photograph of a 
popular District 23 band 

called “The Jolly Ballers.” I thought 
this to be a particularly bold appella-
tion. It is not that I object to the 
activity, you understand, it is just that 
it is not a good idea to announce it 
with such glee. Society expects the 
successful to be more circumspect. 
“The “Dirty Rotten Ballers,”or “The 
Wretched Ballers” would lessen the 
impact. 

At the beginning of the 
Second World War, there was a drive 

WELL, QUITE A BIT REALLY. 
by Allen Strike 

towards self sufficiency in food pro-
duction. This was called, variously, 
“Dig for Victory” or “The Victory 
Garden.” The idea was to grow veg-
etable produce at home and so reduce 
pressure on the food supply. An old 
teacher from Lakefield, Ontario told 
me of a group of local and enthusias-
tic lady gardeners who decided to 
pitch-in. and form a club. Their first 
choice of name was “The Happy 
Hoers Club.” This caused pause and it 
had to be pointedout to them that 
this was not a judicious name for an 
organization for ladies’ of repute. The 

name was changed. 
Too much merriment in 

these matters can also be detrimental 
to the health.Take the case of an 
American, in Switzerland, who was 
arrested for shooting a Swiss national. 
He told the police that he had been 
awakened by sounds coming from his 
daughter’s bedroom. When he 
entered the bedroom he found the 
Swiss gentleman in bed with his 
daughter. Upon the  arrival of the 
father, the young man had bolted out 
through the open window and had 
run across the bridge to the far side of 
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the valley. The American said that 
he had not intended taking further 
action but as he explained, “When 
he got to the other side and started 
yelling, ‘ I laid the old lady too. I laid 
the old lady too,’ I shot the bastard.” 

One has to be careful on 
this issue. �

Interested?
The following motion was 
LOST at the provincial Senate 
in the Fall of 2002. 

“That RTO/ERO, through 
OTF, support the rightful 
extension of survival pension 
benefits to spouses of deceased 
OTPP members who have pre-
viously been excluded from 
such benefits as per Section 67 
of the Teachers Pension Act.” 

Excluded spouses are 
those acquired after retire-
ment. To some, that exclusion 
seems unfair and they have 
formed a group called - The 
Ontario Teachers’ Survivor 
Benefit Group - and are seek-
ing support from other mem-
bers of OTPP who would also 
like to see this exclusion 
changed 

It is the official position 
of the RTO/ERO Executive 
that a change in benefit, like 
this one, should only be con-
sidered at a time of surplus in 
the plan, a situation that does 
not currently exist. 

If, however, you are 
interested in more information 
about this group, you may con-
tact them at 
otsbgroup@sympatico.ca or at: 
Ontario Teachers’ Survivor 
Benefit Group, 
7305 Woodbine Avenue, 
Suite 398 

Habitat for Humanity
Background: 

The Educators’ Build is the initiative of a group of current and 
retired educators across Toronto to raise over $60,000. More 
than 300 individuals and over 60 schools, associations, and 

companies contributed funds. These included the four RTO/ERO 
districts in Toronto (Etobicoke/York ~ District 22; North York ~ 
District 23; Scarborough/East York ~ District 24 and Toronto ~ 
District 16). Additionally, many individuals, organizations and 
company representatives lent their muscles to help build the hous-
es. 

Dedication: 

The dedication ceremony was held on Sunday, December 18 
and keys were presented to the new owners. Among those 
representing the various RTO/ERO Toronto Districts were: 

Brenda and Gary Fick ~ Scarborough/East York; Valerie Mah ~ 
Toronto; George Meek ~ North York; Andrée Nottage ~ North 
York; Silvio Sauro ~ Etobicoke/York; Ken Turton ~ 
Scarborough/East York. Sandra McNabney, the chair of the 
Educators’ Build, is a member of District 24. Other pictures are 
available on our website. 

In the photo from left to right: Val (2nd), George (4th), Silvio (5th), OECTA’s
Bill Doyle (6th), Ken (8th), Andrée (in front of Ken), Sandra (2nd from right).
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March Travelogue 
Helen Nolan 

On March 7th (the day after 
Toronto’s birthday), Helen 
Nolan took us on a most 

informative trip around our city with 
her “Sculptures in Downtown 
Toronto.” Actually, through Helen’s 
slides and knowledge this was a story 
of the development of public art in 
Toronto over the last 200 years. 

Toronto is known as the city 
carved in stone. We saw statues, 
sculptures and carvings on buildings 
of various styles associated with differ-
ent time periods. She reminded us 
that once our public art goes up it 
rarely comes down. Interesting to me 
was that big developers have to put 
2% of the total cost of projects into 
public art. 

Helen is the author of a book 
titled “Sculpture in the City: Twelve 
walks in downtown Toronto”. We 
enjoyed watching and hearing about 
slides of some of the over 300 public 
sculptures - you’ve loved, hated or 
been puzzled by - found in our city. 

Have you seen Glen Gould 
in front of the CBC building on Front 
St? How about the royal couple on 
Avenue Rd. & St. Clair?  Or the 
sculpture at Air Canada Centre? 
Can’t forget the Last Alarm for the 
Toronto Firefighters at Queen’s Quay 
W. near Spadina? That sculpture that 
fits in so well at King & University? 
Of course the gift by Italian 
Canadians for Toronto’s Sesqui in 
front of Union Station? Have you 
checked out those fabulous arches at 
U of T? And what about the tremen-
dous cathedral-like canopy in BCE 
Place? Wow!  Also the many sculp-
tures in Guildwood Park in 
Scarborough. 

Travelogues
by Kerry Peters 

One thing for sure there are 
lots of great things to check-out right 
at home here in Toronto.  Enjoy 
exploring! 

April Travelogue 
Suzanne Southon 

Polar Bear watching with 
Suzanne Southon. What an 
excellent presentation! Superb 

photos and outstanding commentary! 
Our small (about 30) group were 
treated to a most enjoyable trave-
logue. Hopefully Suzanne will return 
again soon from her home in London 
to share her latest African trip. 

Suzanne spent six days in 
and around Churchill, Manitoba 
mainly to check out the bears. Her 
small group saw over 100 different 
Polar bears and some not very far 
away.  A couple of her days were spent 
travelling about the area in a tundra 
buggie. Here a bear, there a bear, 
almost everywhere bears and some red 
foxes encroaching on the Arctic 
foxes’ turf (due to global warming). 
Arctic foxes, Arctic hares, ptarmigans 
(white already in early November) 
and weasels were all seen. 

What excitement to have an 
adult bear pushing the side of your 
tundra buggy or reaching up almost to 
you standing on the verandah area, 
and they like to chew the tires for a 
while too. One named Dancer 
weighed in around 1400 lbs. We saw 
bear hugs, lots of sparring (up to an 
hour) then some resting and bears just 
being curious. Who was more inter-
ested in whom? 

Suzanne said she was thrilled 
with the trip. So were we to see the 
fantastic shots. What a great trip in 
Canada. 

May Travelogue 
Irwin Patterson 

T oday we visited the Taj 
Mahal. What great shots we 
saw.  No mistakes in this 

architecture. Nothing is too big or 
too small. Four small arches and one 
big arch on each side. Four minarets 
as typical in Islam as a church bell in 
Christianity, and an incredible ceiling 
in the dome (one clap of the hands 
creates seven echoes). What a great 
night shot and what great night shots 
of the Taj reflecting in the pool.  This 
masterpiece that was built in 1631 
took 22 years to build (a lot of Italian 
marble) at the height of the Mogul 
empire. 

Irwin, a real history buff, got 
inspired on his first visit to India and 
this started him doing slide show pre-
sentations. Presently he has over 70 
shows he can do. This one certainly 
was educational. 

We saw many superb slides of 
temples, mosques and forts. Also fas-
cinating were the many photos of the 
work shaving redstone to make lattice 
work screens with only hammer and 
chisel. Inlaid stone work was some-
thing to admire. 

During the presentation we 
also enjoyed slides of old and new 
Delhi. It was a full afternoon. Irwin 
was a font of information with this 
travelogue. �

Travelogues This Fall 

Tuesday, October 3, 2006 
1:30 p.m. 

Homes & Gardens of England 
3rd timer - David Legget 
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Tuesday, November 7, 2006 
1:30 p.m. 

The Galapagos -
A Darwin Adventure

2nd timer - David Fleming

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 
1:30 p.m. 

Israel - Ancient & Modern 
2nd timer - Steve Fuller 

Travelogues occur 
on the first Tuesday of the 
month at Willowdale 
United Church on 
Kenneth Ave. (South of 
Finch, East of Yonge) at 
1:30 p.m. 

Admission is $2:00, 
for which you receive the 
Travelogue, refreshments 
and a chance at the lucky 
draw. What a deal! 

George Meek’s wife Joy and 
daughter Julie. 

Retirement Planning Workshops 
by David Fleming

During the past school year, 2005 - 2006, the four RTO/ERO Toronto 
Districts ran three very successful Retirement Planning Workshops, one 
in November, 2005, in North York; one in early February, 2006 in 

Etobicoke, and one later in February, in Scarborough.  A total of 240 teachers 
attended these three workshops. 

This was the first year that the four districts combined efforts to provide all 
Toronto District School Board and Toronto Catholic District School Board 
teachers with the opportunity to attend single-session Retirement Planning 
Workshops.  During the workshops all participants received workbooks prepared 
by the Provincial Member Services Committee and many handouts including 
comparisons of the RTO/ERO Johnson Group Benefits Health Plan with the 
plans offered by the two Toronto Boards. 

The Power-Point presentations were led by members of the RPW committee on 
the topics: “Challenges of Retirement”, “Mechanics of Retiring”, and “Financial 
Implications of Retirement”. There were opportunities for questions at the end 
of each section and at the conclusion of the presentation. 

Refreshments were served prior to each workshop. 

Similar workshops are being planned for the 2006 - 2007 school year for teach-
ers contemplating retirement in the very near future. The workshops will be 
advertised in all T.D.S.B. and T.C.D.S.B. schools in early September, 2006.  

If you know someone who is approaching retirement next year, please inform 
them of the RTO/ERO Toronto Districts’ Retirement Planning Workshops. �

Seniors’ Month 

T he month of June is Seniors’ Month. The theme celebrated across 
Canada and throughout the world is “Active Living: Healthy 
Living”. The theme encourages seniors to become involved in 

programs where their experiences and interests may be shared with con-
temporaries and other generations. 

The focus on seniors will take on a special meaning as the world 
recognizes June 15th as “World Elder Abuse Awareness Day”. This day 
highlights an important issue that must be tackled together to prevent 
abuse from occurring. 

Aging with dignity, honour and respect for ourselves and those 
around us also are key values that this special month features. 
Further email contact: seniorsmonth@mci.gov.on.ca 

For events happening in Ontario go to 
http://www.cnpea.ca/canada_plans_for_WEAAD.htm#Ontario 
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RTO/ERO District 23 Executive members Mildred Frank (Social Convenor) 
and Sonia Walker (Secretary), preparing name tags for the Spring Luncheon 

Entertaining Tonics 
for retired folk 

If things seem a little slow, try a few of these ideas: 

1. Wear sunglasses, sit in your parked car and point a hair dryer at 
passing cars. See if they slow down. 

2. Every time someone asks you to do something, ask if they want fries 
with that. 

3. In the memo field of all your checks, write “for sexual favours.” 
4. Finish all your sentences with “In accordance with the prophecy.” 
5. Don’t use any punctuation. 
6. As often as possible, skip rather than walk 
7. Ask people what sex they are. Laugh hysterically when they answer. 
8. Specify that your drive-through order is “to go.” 
9. Sing along at the opera. 
10. Go to a poetry reading and ask why the poems don’t rhyme. 
11. When the money comes out of the ATM, scream, “I won! I won! 

Third time this week!!” 
12. On leaving the zoo, start running towards the parking lot, yelling, 

“Run for your lives, they’re loose!!” 
13. Over dinner, tell your grand-children, “Due to the economy, we 
are going to have to let one of you go.” 
14. Sit on your heels and put slippers on your knees. 

Submitted by Allen Strike 

City Hall 
Toronto ON 

Canada 

Twin towers 
hold the city in 
parentheses 

Moose on diving board 
oversees summer pond 
and winter rink 

From the many benches 
Torontonians 
gathered 
from the four corners 
of the round globe 
listen to live music 
with or without a message 
and eat ice cream or hot 
dog or both 

Beyond, in the square 
a crowd accumulates 
for speeches for or against 
in the place where once 
the earth shook 
in honour of the 
Blue Jays. 

Multiple sculptures 
become tourist photo 
focal points 
especially the Moore. 

Children run and laugh 
and climb on everything 
especially 
the Moore 

Elka Enola 
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SOCIAL 
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2350 Bayview Avenue 

Thursday, December 7, 2006 $5.00 underground parking 

Cut-off date: Monday December 4th 

$36.00 

~ 11:00 a.m.~ Social hour with cash bar 

Lunch menu 
Entertainment 

To Be Announced in 
November Stony Bridges 

~assorted bread basket 
~roasted red pepper bisque with herb-crushed croutons and 

melted woolivich goat cheese 
~chicken in pommery sauce (red currant and pommery mustard) 
~seasonal vegetables and potatoes 
~English Truffle topped with vanilla chantilly and strawberries 
~coffee and tea 

Christmas Luncheon 
Thursday,December 7, 2006 

(Cut-Off Date: December 4, 2006) 

Name:_____________________________________________________________Telephone:______________________

Guests:___________________________________________________________________________________________

# of tickets ___ @ $36 = $____________ Make cheque payable to RTO/ERO District 23 North York and send to: 

Mildred Frank - 705-505 Cummer Ave. Toronto ON M2K 2L8 416-221-5328 



Tear - Offs Please make a separate cheque for 
each event. 

Stratford Festival Theatre 
Thursday September 21, 2006 
(Cut-Off Date: September 1 2006) 

Name: __________________________________Email ________________________Telephone: ___________________ 

Guest(s):__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___ tickets @ $98 = _____Cheque enclosed for $_____ (You may post date the cheque for September 1, 2006) 

Make cheque payable to RTO/ERO District 23 and mail to: 
Bev Henricks 21 Dawnmist Crescent Toronto ON M1V 4K5 

Drayton Festival Theatre
Tuesday October 17, 2006 

(Cut-Off Date: September 12, 2006) 

Name: _____________________________________Email ____________________Telephone: _________________ 

Guest(s):__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___ tickets @ $84 = _____Cheque enclosed for $_____ (You may post date the cheque for September 12, 2006) 

Make cheque payable to RTO/ERO District 23 and mail to: 
Bev Henricks 21 Dawnmist Crescent Toronto ON M1V 4K5 

Woodbine Race Track 
Thursday November 9, 2006 
(Cut-Off Date: October 25, 2006) 

Name: ___________________________________Email _______________________Telephone: ___________________ 

Guest(s):__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___ tickets @ $37 = _____Cheque enclosed for $_____ (You may post date the cheque for October 25, 2006) 

Make cheque payable to RTO/ERO District 23 and mail to: 
Bev Henricks 21 Dawnmist Crescent Toronto ON M1V 4K5 

Radio City Christmas Spectacular
Friday December 1, 2006

(Cut-Off Date: October 2, 2006)

Name: ___________________________________Email _______________________Telephone: ___________________ 

Guest(s):__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___ tickets @ $70 = _____Cheque enclosed for $_____ (You may post date the cheque for October 2, 2006) 

Make cheque payable to RTO/ERO District 23 and mail to: 
Bev Henricks 21 Dawnmist Crescent Toronto ON M1V 4K5 
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The Active Retired Members of OSSTF (ARM) chapter 12, 
invite the members of RTO/ERO District 23 to participate in their 

Fall Golf Tournament
Swing For Kids

Sponsored by:
Ontario Teachers’ Insurance Plan (OTIP) and Ontario Teachers Group Investment Fund (OTGIF)

Wednesday, September 20, 2006
9:00 a.m. registration for 9:30 shot-gun tee-off

$60.00
Includes 18 holes of golf, power cart for two, lunch (chicken or vegetarian), tea or coffee, 

gratuities and prizes 

Rolling Hills Classic Course

Jim Loftus
301 - 7 Roanoke Road

Toronto ON M3A 1E3

To register, call Helen 416 485 0131. 

STONY BRIDGES / JUNE 2006 27 



REFUND POLICY 

1. All trips and events 
advertised in STONY 
BRIDGES and requiring a 
cheque and order form, 
will show a cut-off date. 
The date is set to enable 
us to comply with our 
commitment to pay for 
the event. No cheque 
should be post dated 
beyond this date. 

2. Any booking can be 
cancelled at any time 
prior to the cut-off date 
by phoning the event 
organizer or Bev Henricks 
416-293-3890 (trips), or 
Mildred Frank 416-221-
5328 (social). 

3. Cancellations beyond 
this date will only be 
accepted if there is a wait-
ing list for tickets, and we 
can sell your ticket to 
someone on the waiting 
list. 

4. Ticket holders are wel-
come to sell, give or trans-
fer their place or ticket 
privately. 

CHANGE OF INFORMATION 

Send to: 
RTO/ERO c/o Dianne Vezeau 

Suite 300, 18 Spadina Rd., 
Toronto, ON  M5R 2S7 

Phone: 416-962-9463 or 1-800-361-9888 
www.rto-ero.org 

Name: _____________________________________________________ 

New Address: _______________________________________________ 

New Phone: ________________________________________________ 

Old Address: ________________________________________________ 

Old Phone:__________________________________________________ 

Note: The Provincial Office will inform District 23 of these changes. 

STONY Bridges 
C/O George Meek 
414 - 4005 Bayview Ave 
North York, ON M2M 3Z9 
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